
Air pollution is one of the serious environmental problems of the world particularly in urban areas. Kathmandu Valley, the capital city is environmentally degrading due to rapid unplanned urbanization and industrialization. Vehicular emission is a major source of air pollution in the valley. Over 40% of the air pollution in Kathmandu is contributed by vehicular emission. This is mainly because of the large number of vehicles (570,145 vehicles registered by 2010/11) on congested streets. The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that urban outdoor air pollution causes 1.3 million deaths worldwide per year and approximately 150,000 deaths in South Asian Cities. Ambient air pollution is responsible for the premature deaths of 1600 people per year in Kathmandu Valley (Ministry of Environment, 2005). A study of World Bank, 2006/2007 showed that the annual health cost of the country attributed to urban air pollution is US $ 21 Million. Therefore, there is an urgent need to tackle this air pollution problem in the valley. 
Clean Energy Nepal (CEN) and Clean Air Network Nepal (CANN) would like to extend its gratitude to government of Nepal for revising the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and Vehicle Emission Standards. These initiatives are much appreciated and we wish for successful implementation of these standards. We understand that there are many environmental issues that need to be dealt by the Ministry; here we would like to highlight some of the priority issues where we can work together with an aim of improving air quality in the valley.  
CANN was formed in 2004 to forge collaboration and networking among all the relevant stakeholders to tackle the air pollution problem in Nepal. CANN is working as a semi-formal network of individuals, experts, national and international non-governmental organizations, governmental organizations and private sectors involved in Clean Air activities. CANN is the local country network of Clean Air Initiative for Asian Cities (CAI-Asia) in Nepal. CANN has set up a secretariat at CEN, a non-government organization actively involved in air quality management. 
PRIORITY ISSUES: 
· Minimize re-suspension of road dust – Coordinate with Municipalities and Department of Roads to immediately pave the streets in Kathmandu to minimize re-suspension of road dust.
· Revive Air Quality Monitoring Stations – Maintain the air quality monitoring system and conduct regular monitoring in the valley and disseminate air quality data to the public
· Emission Testing and maintenance - Coordinate with DOTM and Valley Traffic Police for effective implementation of Vehicle Emission Testing System and promote vehicle maintenance
· Promote clean transport: Electric vehicles and Non- Motorized Transport system such as walking and cycling should be promoted by building safer pedestrian ways and cycle lanes network throughout the city and encourage more people to use clean transport.
· Promote Public Transport System- Coordinate with DOTM to improve the existing public transportation system in the valley and it should coordinate with MoPPWTM to introduce Bus Rapid Transit System and integrate with Trolleybus system, particularly around Ring Road and along key corridors.
· Promote Clean Fuels - Promote the use of biofuels such as ethanol and biodiesel, and implement stringent law to discourage fuel adulteration, regular monitoring of fuel adulteration.
· Control air pollution from waste – Coordinate with Municipalities to avoid dumping of waste on the streets and implementation of regulations to control open/refuse burning
· Research - Coordinate with research organizations such as Nepal Health Research Council and universities to conduct research on issues such as economic and health cost in Kathmandu Valley due to air pollution.
· Raise awareness on Clean Air - Organize effective public awareness campaigns (For e.g. through media, school awareness campaign, vehicle free day etc.) to raise awareness on clean air and encourage action from local citizens. 
· Promote Cleaner Brick Industries – Coordinate with Ministry of Industries and Department of Cottage and Small Industries to monitor and control pollution from existing brick industries and promote cleaner technologies and practices.
Most importantly MOEST, in partnership with other stakeholders, should immediately prepare and implement a comprehensive “Clean Air Action Plan” for Kathmandu Valley. Also, a large sum collected as pollution tax has not been utilized as per plan. This money should be used to fund air quality management activities. We are very much keen and ready to support the Ministry in its efforts to improve air quality in Kathmandu. 
Priority Issues to address Air Pollution in Kathmandu











