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[bookmark: _Toc513712863]1. Background
Plastics with their profound use and benefits have become impossible to avoid. Excessive use and abuse of plastic has created a global havoc not just demeaning the aesthetic value of the urban and non-urban places, but also threatening lives and the life support systems of the Earth. Nepal is not an exception to this ever-growing bane of the modern lifestyle. In this context, this year’s Earth Day on 22 April was dedicated to ending plastic pollution, a theme that is relevant all over the world including Nepal. 
People in urban areas of Nepal have undoubtedly access to good education, but the misuse and abuse of plastics have led to the enormous problem of plastic pollution. This mismatch between the two indicators of sustainable development – education and environmental wellbeing force one to conclude that the level of awareness regarding the use of plastic fails to improve. Among many actions that need to be taken immediately is the prioritized awareness at the household level ,encouraging judicious use of plastic right from the consumer level. 
Thus, Clean Energy Nepal organized the Earth Day celebration program in collaboration with Lalitpur Metropolitan City Ward No. 15, United Nations Development Program and Nepalese Youth for Climate Action (NYCA)  on 21 and 22 April 2018. 
[bookmark: _Toc513712864]2. Objective
The main objective of the Earth Day Celebration was to reach out to the mass public and stir awareness on issues of plastic pollution.
· To engage local government and local women’s  groups to advocate against the use of plastic from the consumer level.
· To engage youths in witnessing the problem of plastic pollution and also seeking the solutions through photography.
· To discourage single use of plastics and promote recycling, upcycling and alternatives to plastics.
[bookmark: _Toc513712865]3. Program Participants
Participants from various youth clubs, educational institutions, local government bodies, general public, NGO’s/INGO’s and media participated in the program. The photography exhibition on 21st April, 2018 was attended by around 60 participant, including Mr. Shudarsan Mishra, Ward Chief of Lalitpur Metropolitan City, Ward No. 15 and other elected local representatives of the ward. The program was also attended by several women group members and enterprises working on solid waste management such as Blue Waste to Value and Pu cha Pu. The performance at Civil Mall, Sundhara and Rani Pokhari, Patan on 22nd April, 2018 was witnessed by more than 500 people. Also, the messages from the public on issues of plastic pollution printed on Republica on 22nd April, 2018 reached thousands of readers all over the world.
[bookmark: _Toc513712866]4. Activities
[bookmark: _Toc513712867]4.1 ‘Pledge against Plastic’, Photography Competition and Exhibition
Earth Day Celebrations, was started with an open call for photographs on the theme “End Plastic Pollution” was made wherein two photographs from each participant to signify one as problem and another  as solution were to be submitted.  On 21st April, 2018, a Photograph Exhibition was organized. The program was inaugurated by planting a sapling in the premises of Clean Energy Nepal by Shudarsan Mishra, Ward Chief of Lalitpur Metropolitan City, Ward 15. Rashmi Maharjan, Program Officer,CEN made an opening remark welcoming all distinguished guests and providing the background of Earth Day and Plastic Pollution to the audience. Sanju Shrestha, Network Co-ordinator of NYCA briefed about the month long plantation campaign and highlighted the role of youth to end plastic pollution. Shanti Karanjit, Climate Change Programme Analyst at UNDP Nepal emphasized on the need of consistent efforts to change the attitudes and practices to end plastic pollution in her speech. Ward Chief of Lalitpur Metropolitan City Ward 15 further highlighted the importance of citizen awareness, pressure on governmental bodies and collective efforts to aid the Government in ending plastic pollution. The highlights of the day were Photography Exhibition collected through the online call for participation and demonstration of environment friendly options for recycling and upcycling of plastic. The top three winners of the competition; Mr. Sanjay Kurmi, Ms. Shelu Gurung and Ms. Alisha Maharjan were awarded with the cash prize of Rs. 10,000, 7,500 and 5,000 respectively. Ending with the vote of thanks Mr. Rajan Thapa, Program Manager at CEN expressed that youths need to step up and take charge in the effort to end plastic pollution.
[image: C:\Users\CEN\Desktop\pho\IMG_6538.JPG]
Figure 1: Distinguished guests at the formal program of the Photography Exhibition; from left: Mr. Rajan Thapa, Mr. Shudarsan Mishra, Mrs. Shanti Karanjit Ojha and Mr. Mahendra Manandhar
[bookmark: _Toc513712868]4.2 Flash Mob and Silent Drama 
Continuing with the celebrations on Earth Day i.e.  22nd April, a collection of messages regarding plastic pollution was published on a national daily along with the winning photographs from the exhibition (e.myrepublica.com, 22nd April, 2018). Similarly, CEN volunteers performed flash mob dance and silent drama at Civil Mall in Sundhara and Ranipokhari in Patan. The performances were done to stir up interest and raise awareness about plastic pollution to the general public. Cloth Bags as an alternative to plastic bags were also promoted to the audiences of the performance. 
[image: C:\Users\CEN\Desktop\ff\IMG_7824.jpeg]
Figure 2: Passer-by observing the flash mob performed by CEN volunteers at Ranipokhari, Patan 
[bookmark: _Toc513712869]5. Conclusion and Way Forward
The Earth Day celebration programs were organized to join the global solidarity in countering the problem of plastic pollution. The program was successful in raising awareness on the urgency to end plastic pollution. It was also successful in reaching out in public with the message to be creative and make positive use of the discarded plastics and also opt for alternatives to plastic. As a way forward, a single day celebration is not enough to bring positive change in the use of plastic culture. Thus, we need to continue our efforts with time, change our attitudes and practices and bring forward a comprehensive action plan to end the global plastic crisis. 
The program is an initiation towards increasing the awareness level and bringing behavorial change among users regarding the use of platics. CEN will continue advocating to end the plastic pollution while also marking important days of celebration.
[bookmark: _Toc513712870]6. Annexes
[bookmark: _Toc513712871]Annex1: Media Coverage  
http://epaper.ekantipur.com/the-kathmandu-post/2018-04-23/1 - Page 3
http://epaper.thehimalayantimes.com/index.php?mod=1&pgnum=2&edcode=71&pagedate=2018-4-23&type= - Page 2
http://nagarikplus.nagariknews.com/epaper/src/epaper.php?id=3399#page/20 - काष्ठमण्डप घ
http://www.janabolinews.com/post/140176/
http://baahrakhari.com/news-details/53782/2018-04-23
[image: C:\Users\CEN\Desktop\April 23 d.jpg]http://tibrakhabar.com/archives/99450
Source: The Rising Nepal, 23rd April, 2018
[image: C:\Users\CEN\Desktop\rp_zoom_03.jpg]
Source: e.myrepublica.com, 22nd April, 2018
[bookmark: _Toc513712872]Annex 2: Photo Gallery
[image: C:\Users\CEN\Desktop\ff\IMG_6550.JPG]
Figure 3 : Ward Chief of Ward 15 inaugurating the formal program of photography exhibition by planting a sapling at CEN premises 
[image: C:\Users\CEN\Desktop\ff\IMG_6535.JPG]
Figure 4: Local representatives of Ward 15, LMC and the audiences observing the program
[image: C:\Users\CEN\Desktop\pho\IMG_6605.JPG]
Figure 5: CEN Volunteers performing the silent drama at CEN office
[image: C:\Users\CEN\Desktop\ff\IMG_6496.JPG]
Figure 6: A visitor observing the photographs on display
[image: C:\Users\CEN\Desktop\ff\IMG_6871.JPG]
Figure 7: Visitors of the exhibition interacting at the stalls
[image: C:\Users\CEN\Desktop\ff\IMG_6833.JPG]
Figure 8: Ward chief posing with the promotional cloth bag as an alternative to plastic bags
[image: C:\Users\CEN\Desktop\ff\IMG_7781.jpeg]
Figure 9: CEN volunteers performing the fash mob at Civil Mall, Sundhara
[image: C:\Users\CEN\Desktop\ff\IMG_7823.jpeg]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure 10: CEN volunteers performing the fash mob at Ranipokhari, Patan
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Earth Day marked with commitment to ending plastic pollution

RSS

Lalitpu, Apr. 22

Earth Day has been celebrated i Nepal
on Sunday with a commitment to end plastic
pollution.

Ataprogramme jointly organisedby United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
and Clean Energy Nepalin the Capital, various
speakers laid emphasis on taking initiatives by
general people to teduce the use of plastics,
expressing concem that plastic pollution has
created havoc not just demeaning the aesthetic
value of the wban and non-urban places but
threatening the ife of marine biodiversiy.

On the occasion, Chairperson of Lalitpur
Metropolitan City-15. Sudarshan Mishra
said *Govemments alone cannot end plastic
pollution, citizen awareness and pressure
on local representatives are vital for such a
canpaign to succeed.”™

Similarly, UNDP Climate Expert Shanti
‘Karanjt stated that the donor agencies should

camy out actvities joining hands with local
‘zovernments while Programme Manager of
Clean Enerzy Nepal, Rajan Thapa, expressed
theview thatalthough th use ofplastc products
could not been stopped completely. plastic
pollution could be reduced in some extent if it
s used in. proper way.

Atthe wake of ever growing misunce and
hreat plastic polutionis posing o the health of
theplanet and the life system support it provides
tothousands of species,this year's Earth Day is
dedicated to cubing platic polution.

Nepal is not an exception to this ever-
‘srowing bane of the modern iestyle. In fac,the
problems caused by pasti pollution are bigger
i the developing and leat developed countries
where the willingness to opt for altematives to
plastic is conparatvely lower.

Withthe objective of reaching out fo mass
publicand timing avwareness onissues of plastic
pollution, Clean Energy Nepal has collaborated
with Lalitpur Metropalitan City Ward No. 15

United Nations Development Program and
Nepalese Youth for Climate Action (NYCA) to
joina global Pledge against Plastc Pollution to
mark the Earth Day 2015,

“The fist day of the Earth Day celebration
was on held April 215t under the chaimanship
of Ward Chief of Lalitpur Metropolitan City
‘Ward No. 15 and active participation of ward
representatives.

‘The highlights of the day were exhibition
of photographs collected throughout an online
call for participation and demonstration of
eavironment frendly options for recyeling and
up-cycling of plastics. Two photographs from
each participant (0 signify one as problem and
the other s solution based on the theme Plastic
Polution were presented. The top three witmers
of the competiton were awarded with the cash
prize of 10,000, 7,500 and 5,000, respectively.

Likewise, several stals ofup-cycled plastic
products were the attaction of the extibition.
Onthe 2nd day of the celebration .. Earth Day

220d Apri, a collection of messages regarding
plastic pollution was published on a national
daiy. Sinilarly,  group of youths performed a
fiash mob dance and drama o raise awareness
about the need for local & global solidarity
and innovation to end plastc pollution amidst
the plastc consumer crowd in Civil Mall and
Ranipokhari area of Patan

The two-day celebration of Earth Day has
allowed youths to be engaged in witnessing the
problem and also seeking the soltions through
plotogaphy. Similarly, engagementoflocal women
‘roups in the program hns srongly advoeted for
soppingtheuseoflasticsatthe consunerevel The
eventis expectdrise awareness on the wgency to
o plasicpoltion and bring posiive change nthe
use of plastc culne

A total of 524 metric tons of garbage is
collected from Kathmandu Valley every day.
About 63 percent of ths s organic waste while
80 per cent of the remaining 37 per cent ofnot-
organic waste is plastc-related garbage.
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-Shudarsan Mishra

Ward Chief
Lalitpur Municipality Ward No. 15
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Dept. of National Parks and Wildlife
Conservation, Babarmahal,
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-Lal Mani Wagle

‘Humankind needs elegance of the
carth not plastics.
Embrace the beauty of nature, not the

plastics that never vanish from the
Earth.

-Punam Thapa,

Listen to the message of mother earth.
You are provided with two options,
choose one: lfe or plastic!

~Chandra Mani Aryal

As we approach Earth Day, we need
1o acknowledge that the plastic we
have used during our time will still
remain on the earth for a long time.
‘This plastics not only affect human

lives but also destroy habitats for

wildlife and have serious consequenc-

es on the lives under water. So lets
all #EndPlasticPollution

-Sushma Gurung
Stop Creating Waste Which Our
Mother Earth Cannot Digest

-Suveksha Jha
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The environment becomes harsh if we
throw plastic bags

Let’s not bum plastics, It bums our
lungs

Plastic bottles, bags and wrappers
Suffocates our mother nature

-Prabha Neupane

If we want to save our heart
Protect and go green to the earth

-Rupa Kathayat

Let's upgrade from pollute generation
to clean civilization.

-Diwakar Shrestha
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-Keshay Raj Pokhrel

Plastic being versatile, light, durable
and cheap are common packaging
materials with multitude applications.
‘While we continue to produce more
and more materials from plastic, plastic
pollution is more serious problem
today than it was yesterday. A serious
and collective effort from all stakehold-
ers is a must in reducing plastic based
wastes. While the western world s are
paving their roads with plastic based
asphalt our resources such river, land
and oceans are collecting more plastics
than ever. Hence the 3 R's i.c. reduce,
reuse and recycle become more rele-
vantin terms of negating the plastic
induced pollution. Use of plastic is
inevitable however, sensible use and
reuse is a must to protect and reinstate
our environment.

-Prashant Neupane

Plastics burning, tears your cyes
irmitate your lungs
intoxicates every breath
So, go for wise use of plastics

~Jayaram Karki

Plastics are non degradable and we
are embracing poison through use of
plastics.

-Anjoo Shrestha

Dumplng under the blue sky. Plastc and other solld waste dumped under the welcome banner of
Changunarayan Municipality near Changu Narayan Temple bus stop, a tourist destination.

One less plastic, one step forward to
eradicating pollution

Change the environment from ugh to
aww !

-Bipika Poudyal

Please be concern on it human be-
ings otherwise your future offspring
will be produced from plastic bags !

-Bhumika Thapa

Reduce, Reuse and Recycle before
landfill

~Sanju Banjara

Are we trying to laminate the earth
using plastics??

We created the plastics. Think deep,
one day it will destroy us .

-Nameeta Nepal
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-Mamata Sapkota

Plastic Bags are the biggest symbol of
polluted city. They are used and forgot-
ten leaving terrible legacy.

-Agnishikha Acharya

Plastic-Plastic everywhere!
Why aren’t we aware?

Called as the most dangerous waste
It has nothing to give the best.
Plastics have a lot of toxicity to offer
Not only human beings, but
the innocent creatures also suffer

Itis the greater cause of environmental
pollution

Banning it forever s the solution.

Imagine, the world would be how fan-
tastic!

If it would become free of plastic.
Now let’s stop to invest

Plastic i the thing our Earth cannot
digest.

End Plastic Pollution for the sake of
our Earth, for the sake of own self.

-Sadikshya Chauchan
SchEMS

Pledge to end plastic pollutio

Plastics are never degraded,
Plastics rather makes our Earth
polluted,

Plastics are doing marine con-
tamination,

Plastics create global pollution.
Plastic Everest could form by its
deposition,

If we can't Reduce

Refuse, Reuse, Recycle or Re-
coverit,

Let's reimprove, redesign or

restrict it,

Don't say thanks for plastic.
Say NO to Plastic, Be fantastic,
Let's not keep our future in illu-

sion.
Let's end together plastic pollu-
tion.

~Shreya KC

Plastic pollution needs 2 global
solution implementing reduce,
reuse and recycle that ultimately
reduces carbon emission

-Krisna Pokhrel

Beauty in the reused bottle.
PET bottles can be used for rooftop gardening

Let's be innovative and creative

Upcycle plastics to sukul, mudha,
kokro, chakati

-Anita Thapa

1 you don’t kill Plastic Pollution, it
will kil you.

~Lata Neupane

If you are ‘fantastic’ then do some-
thing *drastic’ to cutoff “plastic’

-Rashmi Shakya
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-Rajaram Karmachari
Panauti, Kavre

Environmental Enthusiast

“Selfless love of plastic with the earth”

Though, so much in love with you
Want to come as much close to you
Don’t know what resist me
Wish I could dissolve, decompose in you
Wish I could stay on your air
Letting the children stay without any fear
Don’t letting them swim in their own tear |
‘Wish I could mix with your water
And go to the adorable farm

| The farm, that our children won’t get harm |

Iam invented but the same as you
Invented to love the children and of course |
you
‘The children didn’t understand the differ-
ence
‘The love and overuse of me and you

| Talso get hurt thinking what you are going |

through
Tam never going to be good enough
‘With these children and it’s hurtful true
Have a single and last wish
Won't be able to hold you and have a kiss
Tam getting used to these fact

| The only thing now 1 like to see as your act |

Children, abolish me with least pain
The greatest one and only gain.

-Pawan Rai

No problem is insolvable, given a big

enough plastic bag. But the problem of

plastics is one that the Earth can never
solve.

~Birkha Sunar,

Baneshwor, Kathmandu
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